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LOCAL MUSIC ARTIST REFLECTS ON TIME SPENT 
AT SOJOURNER FAMILY PEACE CENTER
Cincere attributes his success to the shelter’s support, finds new ways to give back 

MILWAUKEE (Oct. 11, 2010) – Nationally recognized Milwaukee R&B artist Cincere is living proof that a little support goes a long way. In recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Cincere speaks out about his own experience with domestic violence and how Sojourner Family Peace Center (SFPC) helped shape his career.
	After witnessing repeated abuse in his own home, Cincere ended up at the doors of SFPC’s domestic violence shelter, Sojourner Truth House, at just 9 years old. He quickly found a support system and forged strong relationships with the staff and residents – especially Shelter Director,  Dolly Grimes -Johnson.
“I learned a sense of extended family because of the people I met at Sojourner Truth House” Cincere said. “Dolly encouraged and stood behind me. The fact that she saw something in me made me never want to disappoint her. Her guidance is still with me today; it always will be.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Cincere also credits SFPC as his very first stage for performing. After singing in the shelter kitchen for residents, he was encouraged to perform regularly and eventually joined his school choir. Dolly, who has now been with Sojourner Truth House for nearly thirty years, remembers Cincere’s presence and talent. 
	“Every chance that he got, he was singing,” she said. “Always humming, always singing always tapping. He was a caring child.”
Nearly 20 years later, a father of his own and with a budding music career, Cincere attributes much of his success to the positive role models he encountered during his three-month stay at Sojourner Truth House. “The experience – coming to a place of refuge – meant a better understanding for my future” Cincere said. “It fueled my artistic side, helped me open up.” 
A favorite opening act for national artists like The Black Eyed Peas and Sly and the Family Stone, Cincere’s song lyrics offer messages of love, hope and promise. In 2005, Mayor Tom Barrett named Sept. 25 “Cincere Day” in Milwaukee. Since then, Cincere has spent every Sept. 25 with the residents of SFPC’s shelter, Sojourner Truth House. From funding a bowling night and performing concerts to organizing coat drives and treating the women to salon service, Cincere is committed to giving hope to the center’s residents and the confidence to succeed.
“After going through my own trials and watching my mom struggle, I can relate to what these women and children may be feeling,” Cincere said. “I feel like it’s my duty to give back and tell them that things will get better. My music is a small part of that.”
To the women and children Sojourner serves, Cincere is much more than a gifted artist. He is a vision of hope, proof that with the right help and guidance they too can overcome adversity and, ultimately, find peace.
For more information or to interview Cincere, please contact Angela Mancuso at 414-643-1777. To seek help from an abusive situation, call the 24-hour Domestic Violence Hotline at 414-933-2722.
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